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shudder. 


The 
nights when 
Atsushi-san’s 
7 bar is closed, 


It only 


happens two 
or three times 
amonth. 


Ithas been 
a few months 
since | moved 

in with him. 


are very 
different. 


It might be 
because our 
work hours 
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while the 
work attires 

are in the 
closet on the 
second floor. 


third floor 
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FAILED 
TO NOTICE 
IT WHEN 
sO 
IOUS... 


ID ONE 
AN 


EVEN HALF 
But in 


ASLEEP, 
the inside, He's sri 
not Y 
really. Gee 
outside, 
I'm living ae 
a pretty it 
peaceful = / 
; life. 
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THE STATION, 
SOTMGOING ~ 
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I THINK THAT 
HIS WAY OF 
MAKING IT UP 
TO YOU IS 
REALLY COOL. 


HE 
GREETED 
YOU SO 
CHEERFULLY 


WE'RE 
TALKING... 


BUT I DID 
WONDER IF 
YOU HELPED 


I DIDN'T 
DO MUCH. 


I'M GOING 
TO SMOKE, 


don't have HOME... 
any pending 
‘deadlines. 


I'LL STILL 
HAVE A 


DIFFICULT 
TIME 


SHOULD 
I COME 
OVER? 


in 
= 
S f 
T'D RATHER f 
CALL 4 ; 
KITAGAWA. | OBVIOUSLY \ 
iy, | TO HELP YOU. 
{ } | 
JY 
—_ 


beeen” rr pasnr SAN ONE, 
EVEN BEEN 
| THat LONG = WANT. 
siNceT TO ADD 
MORE. 
INVOLVED 
HIM IN MY 
¢ BUSINESS. 


I DOUBT THAT 
HE FOUND IT 
BOTHERSOME. 


ping 


I DOUBT THAT 
WE'D EVEN 

GET INTO AN 

ARGUMENT... 
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HE'D 
PROBABLY 
RESOLVE IT 
. QUICKLY AND 
SMOOTHLY. 
A one thing di : 
His 
agreement 
to act as 
Ryo's 


WHEN 
HE PUT IT 
LIKE THAT, 


REASON 


THAT IM, 
Isecause HELPING 
NATSUME-SAN 
1s TOMITA- 


SAN’S BEST 
FRIEND.” 


\ yy 


Didn’t he care about how | felt? 


1 The fact = 


those two are 
getting along 
just fine 
that his must mean 
guess was 
right on 


is 
ay 


I THINK 
THAT DEEP 
DOWN, 


he 


eid NATSUME- 
i SAN WANTS 
now KITAGAWA- 
F how I'm SANTO 
t feeting, STAND HIS 
GROUND 
AND COME 


ON HIS: 


AT MAKING 
GUESSES... 


YEAH, 


HE WAS 
WORRYING 
60 MUCH 
THAT NOW 
HE MAKES 
ME WORRY 

IN TURN. 
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\ / $0 YOU'VE 
DECIDED 
s TO ASK 
KITAGAWA? 


= 
f : 
TOMITA, | oS 
F 
Ly SOMETHING'S Cis . 
BOTHERING y f i 
you, I'M 
ALL EARS. 


Ryo's 
part of the 
cause, 


but | have no 
intention 
of telling him, 


| | 
MOVING IN, 7M) 
zuaven'r [OM 

ONE OUT lj 
% DRINK | I'm not 
trying to 


NS make him | |i 
feelbad. fe 


Since we found 
Atsushi-san’s bar, 
we've only been 
going there. 


ATSUSHI-SAN 
1S WORKING 
TODAY ANYWAY, 


SO I 
GO HOME, 
TLL JUST 

BE ALONE. 


OH! 
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Just OPPOSITE 
MOVED exit. 


HERE IN 


ARE YOU 
FREE NOW? 
CAN YOU 
TAKE ME OUT 
SOMEWHERE 
NICE? 


PLACE TO /¥ 
DRINK? // 


SOMEWHERE 


BARS, ca 
LATELY ts IT's BEEN A 
THERE ARE NoR- WHILE SINCE 
A LOT OF Oo MALLY?’ I'VE BEEN TO 
THEM THAT Ea AN IZAKAYA... 
eat ALSO SELL : 
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WHAT'S UP 
WITH THE 
AWKWARD 
FORMAL 
SPEECH? 


WEREN'T 
WE TALKING 
INFORMALLY 
JUST THE 
OTHER DAY? 


SAN ISA 
SENPAI, 


RSs REALLY? : ; MORE 


HEARING 
YOU TALK 
LIKE THAT. 
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WHOA. 


MUCH A 
SIMPLE AND 
STRAIGHT- 


FORWARD 
Guy. 


WE'VE BEEN 
TALKING A 
LOT DURING 


It 
was like 
that with 
Atsushi- 


Getting to know 
a different side 
from your first 
impression, 
makes you 
more curious. 


relationships 
start off 
like that. 


Drinking 
with 
Tahara 


is unex- 
pectedly 
fun... 


“He's actually 
acool guy 
once you start 
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iThat{calm/and 
collected/guy, 
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became so desperate, 
just to woo someone 
like me... 


| remembered. 


| actually know a lot about him now. 


Wow, | feel so refreshed... 


WANNA GO TO 
THE PLACE THAT 
I FREQUENT? 


| should just stop getting bothered by stupid things. 


T'M FULL 
BUT I CAN 
STILL DRINK. 


rs 
JUST LIKE 
COMING WITH 
KITAGAWA, 


JUST LET 
ME STAY 
THE NIGHT. 


COME To. 
We'LL SOME 
—| JustGo OTHER 
SOME- TIME. % H 
=| WHERE : j | 
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WHEN MIKI 


COMES BACK 
THE DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW, THE 
CURRY WILL BE 


IT'’sJust 
A HUNCH, 


BUT... 


CRUSH ON 
TOMITA? 


I DOUBT 
THAT... 


COLLEAGUE 
OF YOURS 


AAH... 
NOTHING SINCE 
WE THAT'S 


DOES IT 
WORK LIKE 
THAT? . 


TOWARDS 


THE 
STATION. 


There 
must be 
a reason 
for her 
wanting 
tostay jj 
Ican away from } 
understand, home. 
as | felt the 
same way 
just now, 


although 

the reason 
might be 
entirely 

different... 


aS 


WANNA 
COME 
OVER 
TO MY 

PLACE? 


REMEMBER 
THE COMBINI 
WITH A GREEN 
SIGN BOARD 
WE SAW ON i 
OUR WAY TO 

THE BAR? i 


. ‘ | 
A . GOING TO i y, 
| Tauara's | j 
\ PLACE... \ 
A y? 


TLL 
PASS 
FOR 
TODAY. 
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OKAY. BUT LET'S 


Would be 
revenge... 


ugly 


and 


SINCE WE'RE 
NEIGHBOURS, 
T'LL VISIT SOME 
OTHER TIME. 
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WA 
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SORRY | |VAS \ 
FOR 
DRAGGING 
You 


hateful. 
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DON'T 
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THANKS I WAS THE 
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There are 
times that 
Atsushi-san 
keeps the 
bar open until 
morning, 


By then 
I'd already 
be asleep. 


but normally 
he'd be home 
around 2 or 


I've closed 
the bar, but 
I might not 
be able to 

come home 
rightaway. 


vip : WU) | THat's \ £& 
sours ! te ga 
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. SOMETHING | // \ 
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Be oe i | | 7 Ne 
is / N\\ 
something : i : 
bothering 
you? 


I BROUGHT 
BACK SOME 
WORK TODAY 


THAT I 
HAVE TO 
FINISH. 


YOURSELF see 
TOO HARD. ‘ 


YEAH. 
DON'T ! 
STAY UP 
Too 
LATE. j 
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Atsushi-san 


he have 
come home 
with that 
woman? 


isnta 
person who 
would ignore 
someone in 
that condition. 
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IWISH 
THAT HIS 
FEELINGS 
WERE MORE 


EVEN 
WHEN HE 
ACTED 
AS RYO'S 
BOy- 
FRIEND, 
( 
OR TO- 
NIGHT... 
I COULDN'T 
TELL WHAT HE 
WAS THINKING 
BEHIND THAT 
CALM MASK. 


TF IMADE 
AFUSS 
LIKE THAT 
WOMAN... 


Would | get a special treatment from you? 


LT IM 
os 


SAYS THE 
PERSON WHO 
GOT UPSET 
ABOUT BEING 

TREATED 
Le Si-  OIPFERENTLY 
FROM KEIKO- 
SAN! 


HATE 
THIS SIDE 
OF ME. 


We are living together, 


so why am | still so 
jealous of those people? 


I TOLD YOU 
TO SPEAK UP 
IF YOU'RE 
BOTHERED BY 
SOMETHING. 


[SMOKING 


<a 
—= 
Last 
night 
YOUR FACE 
IS SAYING 
OTHERWISE. | { \/ 
he didn't 
come home. | 
=i K 
U 
wi x 
\ : { THERE'S 
YX 2 NOTHING 
F oS ‘ TO TELL. 
Gf \~— l—, 


SS 
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T'LL LOOK 
—— = FOR A PLACE 
WITH 


we WHOA, GooD 

\ THANKS! MEAT MENU 

eR f BY FOR NEXT 
Ge TIME. 
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ME YOUR (, 
/ NUMBER? y 
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i) \ Nit NN 
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DOES HE Do you 
SERIOUSLY have g 
NOT SEE IT? UNE ID? 

Yeah. 
a \\ 


HASN'T 


KITAGAWA = 
TOLD RYO 
ABOUT 
TAHARA? 
MAYBE HE 
THOUGHT THAT 
THERE WAS NO 
POINT TELLING 
RYO ABOUT IT 
BECAUSE IT 
DIDN'T HAPPEN 
AT WORK? 
Since it's 
“eng Le 
in 
about, — 


CUPS? 


ATSUSHI- 
SAN DRINK 


SAN... 


I IP 

ALL NIGHT 

YESTERDAY. 
Za 


> 
YES, : | : = 
THEN THE 
OWNER CAME 
DOWN FROM a N ‘ 
NAGANO... ; 


‘AND THEY ‘ -@ 
HAD A ROW. Gi 


é 
THE 
DAUGHTER 
BEGGED ME "een. 
seca DAUGHTER 
SLEEP AT THE WAS THERE 
acto LAST NIGHT. 
WARDS. PD 
\N = 
HER 
DAUGHTER? 
n S J 
It aaa 


you" COULDN'T 
LEAVE 


ALONE. 


N SHE AND 
\\ | KEIKO-SAN a 
\ ARE GOOD 
; FRIENDS, SO S 


Sy I |\\ “ee? Le 
1] 


HER. 
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BuT 
THOSE 
CUPS... 
Ee) 
NS YOU ALL 
THE OWNER iene? 
TREATED US We 
TO A MEAL, DIDN'T. ] 
if 
} 
AND I TOOK iy 
THE EMPTY 
CONTAINERS - A 
FROM THEM. < 
a nn . 
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WILL THE 
BAR BE 
ALRIGHT? 


IF THAT 

va KOUHAI-SAN 

WILL BECOME 

THE TOPIC OF 

J SOME OF OUR 

BF CONVERSA- 

TION, 

/ I WANT TO 
( KNOW HIM. 


om 
‘ NOPE. KOU- 
Y ey. Hal... 
L | t 
ag | A | : 
\ He's 
— Va IN THE SAME 4) MY 
DEPARTMENT . h NOT 
AS KITAGAWA, KITAGAWA- 
We BUMPED 
Ito Eien THOUGH. SAN? 
OTHER AT me ees smn 
THE STATION 
APPARENTLY NEARBY. 
HE Lives ae 
ON THE 
opposite 
SIDE. 
\\ \ . 
Stare |\\\ . 
WHAT? ,) e ) 


IF THERE'S 
EVER AN 
OPPORTUNITY, 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE 
INTRODUCE 
ME? 


3 Yi ZY tw =~ 
Wee 
HANS. 


Se 


IWONT 
INTRODUCE 
YOU TO HIM, 


THEY 
ALREADY 
ASKED 
TO MEET UP 
WITH You. 


HM. 


0° 


PLEASE 
SAY HI TO 
KEIKO-SAN 
AND THE 
OWNER 
FOR ME. 


ALRIGHT, 


I SHOULD 
GO CHECK 
THE BAR. 


THEN, T'LL 

ASK THEM 

OUT FOR A 
DRINK. 
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LET'S GO 
OUT AND 


CONG- 
CELEBRATE fi 
your rut, PATS! 
RECOVERY 
OVER THE 
WEEKEND. 
~ 
oe 
i 
/ 
THAT'S y) 
Too 
MUCH. 
a 
? . 
WITH 
SAITO- 
SAN? 


I'VE ALSO 
ONLY BEEN 
HANGING 


AROUND MY 


PLACE. 


I's 
HEALED. 


IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE 
SINCE I'VE 
GONE OUT 
TO DRINK. 


i 
(\J 
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Since then, 
I've gone 
out drinking 
with Tahara 
a couple 
of times. 


and it turns 
out we have 
many things 
in common. 


CONSIDERING 
WHAT HAPPENED 
THE FIRST TIME 
WE WENT, IT'S 
NO WONDER HE'S: 
CURIOUS... 


HIS PLACE 
|S CLOSE 
TO MINE. 


I'VE BEEN 
AVOIDING 
THAT TOPIC 
SUCCESS- 
FULLY 
THIS FAR, 


He’s really 
good at finding 
good spots, [% 


I've been 
troubled by 
his interest 
in Atsushi- 

san’s bar. 


my 


} 
Z 


NATSUME- 
ae | \) 


! \) 
ARE YOU |F eres IF KITAGAWA 
GOING FOR |W : CAN GO, THEN 

LUNCH? if bt GO WITH HIM. 


Lk 
Lan ; 


“IF THERE’S 


OPPORTUNITY, 


PLEASE 
INTRODUCE 
ME?” 


Atsushi- 


san has 
asked me, 
but 
| don’t 
think 
there is 
aneed 


for that. 


way that 
Atsushi-san 


may worry 
about, 


eae | 


| anyway. 


FOR THE 
NEXT TWO. 
MONTHS, IT'S 
COMPLETELY 
RESERVED 
IN THE 
EVENINGS. 


Because 
Tahara 
doesn’t 
seem to 
have an 
interest 


Do You 
REMEMBER 
THAT PLACE 
YOU SAW 
ON TV THE 
OTHER DAY? 


60 WE 
COULD GO 

THERE ON | PLUS 
SUNDAY. 


ZENDAKAYA 
AREN'T FAR 
FROM EACH 


=A OTHER, 


ESPECIALLY 
SINCE 
ATSUSHI-SAN 
WILL BE 
WORKING 
ON SATURDAY 
NIGHT. 


We'll 
part ways 


at the 
before he station, 


suggests 
going to 
Atsushi- 
san's bar. 


I SEE. 
—_ 
A, 
\ 
I HAVE 
TOGO 
HOME 
STRAIGHT 
AFTER 
Could NORE, 
itbe, (285 
a oe 
( 
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}) 
I'M 
HOME. 


Not 
tonight... 


“TONIGHT? 


ee WHY THE 
HELL AM I | 

THINKING | 
LIKE THIS? 


BY THE | i | 
Way, WHAT \V/ / 
ABOUT 


that this guy 

found more 

good spots 
to enjoy 


after work? 


is WELCOME 
set \ ‘ HOME. 
THEY KINDA 4 
LOOK TINY 
THOUGH? 


I WANT 
YOU TO because \ 
TRY AND Atsushi-san \ 


is waiting 
WA for me. 


Atsushi-san is special. 


That's the 
one | was most 
Conéident in, 


ae: 


Za 
4 ) 7 “of 


oN] 
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7, BF 

g by 

J Vg 
Y/ 

Le, 


THE KOUHAI-SAN 
WHO LIVES ON 


SIDE OF THE 
STATION... 


f 


wl 


ALTHOUGH, |X 
IoD tRYTO | \ 
KEEP YOU TWO 
FROM MEETING 
EACH OTHER... 


—~ 
= } 
\ 
a 
Y 
¥ j 
BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
I SAID? 
! WERE YOU 
9 TRYING TO 
\ MAKE ME 
JEALOUS 
z 
NN 
er 


I WASN'T 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
DOING 
ANYTHING 
WEIRD... 


I 


ae 


I KNEW I'D 

BE BOTHERED 
By YOUR 

REACTION... 


AND IT FELT 
LIKE I'D BE 
TESTING YOU. 


SQ) 
I DON'T FULLY 
UNDERSTAND 
BUT IT FELT a 
LIKE I'D BE s IT MYSELF, 
DISAPPOINTED | 
\ 
N ( ——$£2 
= Sn 


x 
\S SNE 
INS NAN 


veut] SNS ‘ys 


ALWAYS PUT 

IE BRAKES 
ON YOURSELF 
INSTEAD OF 
TELLING ME, 


\ 


NN) 
SSS 


\ 
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SQ) 


SHOULD I 
JUST SAY 

WHATEVER 
I FEEL? 


LIKE TO 
BE HONEST, 
I DIDN'T 
WANT YOU 
TO PRETEND 
TO BE RYO'S 
BOYFRIEND, 


UNLIKE 
YOu, 


BUT... 
WHENEVER 
Fas I TRIED TO 

MAKE A 
SUGGESTION, 
IT JUST GOT 
SHOT DOWN! 


GUESSING 
i WHAT 
SO ISN'T IT 
NORMAL THAT ree 
I'D THINK THAT 
KEEPING Quiet FEELING! 
IS THE BEST 
THING FOR 
EVERYONE?! 


WHAT DOES 
THAT HAVE 


PRETENDING 
TO BE RYO'S 
BOYFRIEND 


IT'S ALL 
THE SAME 
TO ME! 


\ AND MY MAKING 
A PLANS WITH 
SOMEONE ELSE ON 
MY DAY OFF ARE 
THE SAME THING! 


CO... 


o 


SHIT... 


I DON'T 
FEEL ANY 
WARMER 
EVEN AFTER : 
JOGGING! 


COLDI! 


IT'S EVEN ) ig ( 
COLDER NOW g ' 
THAT I'M y 


SWEATING iB 

AND MY i ‘ vs 
CLOTHES 
ARE WET! am 


I WONDER 
WHAT TIME 
ITIS. 


SHOULD HAVE 
LEFT WITH 
MY PHONE... 


I CAN'T GO 
ANYWHERE 
BECAUSE 
IOON'T 
HAVE MY 


waiver. 


| honestly 


blurted out = 
everything, 
> 
0 
s When 4 Y 
he said L 
it = 
P worries 
FELT IME 
THE 
SAME. = 
det 
= 
0 


MIGHT HAVE \o., 
ENDURED 

MORE THAN 

I THOUGHT. 


along this 
route. 


with the 
green sign 


did he say 
he lived? 


Mee 
ye R Genres 
ot => 
Quickly! : { TN 
eens WN oo \ 
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| 4 \ ww AH! 
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YY 
mn | 
| | = 
| : 
| | C-C-C-CAN = 
He I COME IN > 
i, FOR A B-B- Tomita |=" 
ie B-BIT? wa san! 
was- 
; SUP? 
. \ 
YEAH.. ‘ 
DO You we 
WANT A ews: 
Hor BaTH? (wet...) 9 
1 was | 
Just 
FILLING UH... 
THE TUB E= 
WITH HOT 
WATER. 


Ne” 
regs 
gee 


YES? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
DRESSED 
60 LIGHTLY 
OUTSIDE?! 


ANYWAY, 
YOU KEEP 


YOUR PLACE 
NEAT. 


MY 
ROOMMATE 
TAKES 
CARE OF THE 
CLEANING. 


sD GUESS 


YOU'D HAVE 


LIKE THAT. 


SHE DID 
SOUND LIKE 
SOMEONE 
STUBBORN. 


I THOUGHT 


BECAUSE SHE 
COULDN'T 
HAVE 
CUSTOMERS 
TAKING HER 
LIGHTLY. 


This guy thinks 
x ; that the owner’s 
TERRI- a y daughter is my 


TORIAL? 
roommate?! 


GIVING 
YOU SUCH A 
NOTICEABLE 

HICKEY. 


YOU CAN 


TAKE YOUR 
TIME HERE. 


— 
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THAT 

I CAN 
GO ON 
SUNDAY 


ALRIGHT. 


1 Guess, 


WE CAN 
GOING AFTER 
WORK. 


THANKS. 


LET ME 


LOOK INTO 
OTHER SPOTS 


THAT WE CAN 
GO TO. 
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THEN WE'LL 
JUST GO BACK 
TO MY PLACE, 

TRY OPENING IT. 


SERIOUSLY, 
THanks. \’ 


I'M GLAD 
FOR YOUR 
COMPANY. 


THE LIGHTS 


ARE OFF. 50 THIS IS 


WHERE HE 
LIVES... 


THAT'S 


i) peau e 


wisi ma 


INSTEAD OF 
SAYING... 


YOU UNDER 
MU 


PRESSURE, 
NOT 


T WAS JUST 
RUNNING 
AIMLESSLY... JI 


AND 
CIGARETTE 
T'S 


COMING OFF 


eee SC] St | Ct Cd 
MILeat 
a .. Hay eA |=) | 
| | 
om. (||! 
a - a po ef 
a <5 = « { = | — 


IN 
THIS 

DON'T YOU TON. 
FEEL MORE OF = 


ME IN YOU? 


a. — 
1k +S) 
{ 


Spy 


FILLED ME 
COMPLETE - 


CALLED 
NATSUME- 


You two 
~-MORE LIKE ie = fought?! 
I MADE HIM " 


SSS a 


SS 
Sh 


= 
SSS 
<< 


FIND HIM, 


=, 


but 
if it 
he wasn't 
would you, 
have 
packed 
and left 
without 
a word. 


um, please 
be patient 
with him? 


‘aan 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
HE HATES 

@EING 

ALONE. 


He's the 
type to 
give up on 


peopie.. 


a 


“et 


Isee.. 


I'VE 
DONE 


No, 
IWAS 
ALSO PART 
OF THE 
REASON... 
a 
THERE'S 
NOT MUCH 
THAT I 


CAN SAY, 


a . 
NO CAN Z Re / 
\ ae 
wo | l 


I TRUSTED 
THAT YOU 
WOULD COME 
HOME. 


Unexpectedly, 
I've pressed one 
of his buttons. 


But | don’t think 


| hate the result...! 


DOING IT. 


eS 
& 


c 
x ¢ = 


Q 


2 


I THOUGHT 
THAT You 
KNEW BETTER, 
BUT INSTEAD 
YOU WENT 
TO SOMEONE 


S SS 


(ey 


Z5 
ESwsZ 


SS 


= 
i 


TO TAKE IN, 
BUT I WON'T 


He cap. || 


able to talk 
as usual this 


I WANTED 
TO HAVE THIS 
EXPERIENCE. 


ANYWAY, 
WHY DID 
WE HAVE TO 
MEET UIP 
OUTSIDE? 


he's not 
bothered 


The earliest 
is the day atter 
morrow, 


ARE 
YES, vo 
GOING 
STRAIGHT 
rey TO THE 
%, BAR? 
Do You cy 
HAVE THE B 
HOUSE , c 
KEYS? m. € 
oF 7 ~ m 


| really like these things that 
make us look like lovers. 


OH! 


~ TAHARA, 
f WHAT 
“~~ KeeP ARE YOU 


Pe RNDUINPS, DONG 
ino ea” HERE? 
: o cotnett 
=) 7 c¢ 
S| 


Al, 
ATSUSHI- Wire 
i 
SAN! one You 
MENTIONED 
ERR... BEFORE? 


KOMMA, 
\ Tye Ig TAHARA! 


You, 


log 
TELL ME ( 
HOW THE : Gr 
MOVIE Py on 
GOES. ( oe) 
| vy 
_ 
\ y 
\ 
bs 
OKAY, 


a 
= 
~ 
MEGU- 
rf MUP 
=z. 
TAHA- 
RAAA! 
T 
{= 


couRsE. 


YEAH... 
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Remember to say THANK YOU. 
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Kg \ 


IN 
ZIYN 
Y 


THANKS WELL : 
TO YOUR DONE, YOUR N 
HELP. PRESENTATION J / 
WAS REALLY 
GREAT. 
> 
ene 4 
\ 
v7 
xg R 
ya ie 
} / ae 
\ A f % \ ies 
A \ /; FEELING OF 
. Cy FREEDOM... 
2 yy 
I STILL HAVE : 
To EDIT IT BUT - 
I'M GLAD THAT om 
T CAN TAKE A ’ ‘Bie 
BREATHER NOW. i 
/ rm going #9 
Hi} v0 ole 
I AS SUCH, 
y y= IF YOUR 
i | i RECOVERY 
| ak Abs PARTY IS. 
~ | 9 TODAY, I’M 
n NOW ABLE 
TO ATTEND! 
Last HEY, a 
TIME YOU 
WANTED | 
To INVITE \ 1 | 
TAHIR: TOMITA. | 
\ / 
\ 132 


HAVE 
YOU BEEN 


DRINKING 


DON'T BE \ \ 
SUSPICIOUS! i 
HE KNOWS —<f, 
ABOUT OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. : 
f 


INTRODUCED 


US SO EASILY. 


IF 


IT 


TLL GIVE 
HIMA 
DISCOUNT 
AND YOU 


a Y\ cotnes. 


AND IT'D 


MAKE ME 


NO. FEEL BAD 


TASK HIM 


TO COLLECT 


HIMSELF... 


ASK 
HIM TO. 
COME 
TO THE 

BAR. 


LET'S JUST 
MEET UP 
AT SAITOU- 


SAN'S BAR! III 4 vipy sTURRORN GUY, 


- é 
om 
a(A 
if (4 
peay 
RYO 
WILL 
ALL Ke 
RIGHT! wie 
y Us. 
'm gonna 


Well, 


there's if was 
no doubt in his 
that I'd be shoes, 


upset... 


Yes, of 
course. 


| would 

love to 
sit with 

you guys. 


— < It seems 
C=) ie y Atsushi-san 
. = is uncomfortable 
about my drinking 
= excursions with 
| Tahara. 
L 
0 
\ 4 
1 / 
EVEN [ 
THOUGH 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
BUT TOWORRY 
TODAY,  ABOLIT. 


CAN I MAKE A 
RESERVATION 


FOR 37 


YEP, 


YOU KNOW 
VERY WELL 
HOW TERRIBLE 
MY COOKING 
SKILLS ARE! 


NO WAY T 
CAN COOK 
DINNER! 


KITAGAWA 
WAS OVER 
THE MOON, 
BUT HAS YOUR 
WORKLOAD 
COME DOWN? 


NEXT TIME, 
TILL INVITE 


You. 


FINALLY! 


LEAVE You 


ONCE THE 
CUSTOMERS 


COMING IN. 


AM, THE 
PARK IN FRONT 
OF THE POST 
OFFICE? YEAH, 
T KNOW IT. 


Gay aS 


so? 
Sante 


“i WHAT 
DO You ; 
WANT TO : 
TELL ME? gs a 
y | Cy, 
¢ cy x 
m i ; CLOTHES. 
| WW 
ny aR Fe 4 
a { 4 § \\ ¥ 
Ye No | < ‘— 
NO PRO- ° 
j BLEM. a es a 
| - ai = ‘ae 
\ 
vices | | eric es 
you 
RAM 


ALWAYS... aoe | 
GAY? \ 
- i! 
— \ 


OH, 
TAM 
~ WHAT? cuple 
= = ¥ ous \ 
Y-YEAH. i ( = 
y) cs pe 
= @ 


WERE 


you WHO 
HESITANT CONFES- 
AT THE SED? 
BEGIN- 
NING? 


2 sUHM, ¥ 

! | { 

WELL... : 

WAIT! YEAH. PA ue vw. | hj 

HOLD ‘ 
ON! y Ir 

iA 

WHY ARE < = 
YOU ASKING 


2 SO \ ig) 


BECAUSE 
TOMITA-SAN... 

I ALSO FELL 
FOR YOU. 


THE FIRST 
TIME WAS 


WHEN WE 
AT THE 


BEGINNING, 
I WAS JUST 
cuRIOUS. 


BUT THEN 
SLOWLY, 


I BECAME 
MORE AND MORE 
DESPERATE, 
TRYING AND 
INVITING YOU 
OUT FOR DRINKS 
AND MOVIES. 


BACK THEN, 
I STILL DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 

MY OWN, 

FEELINGS. 


WELL, THE 
FIRST TIME WE 
WENT TO THE 
BAR RAN BY 
YOUR LOVER, 
I DID REALISE 

THAT YOU HAD 

SOMEONE 

YOU LIKE. 


I SAW THE 
TWO OF YOU 
TOGETHER, 


You 
DIDN'T 

HAVE TO 

CORRECT 

Me, YET 

I THOUGHT... YOU DID. 
AND I YOU'D GO 
REALISED THAT FAR 
THAT I FOR YOUR 
DIDN'T STAND BOYFRIEND. 

A CHANCE. 


I WASN'T 
GOING TO TELL 
YOU IF YOUR 
s PARTNER WAS Kv 
: xr A WOMAN OR 
IF YOU'VE . 
AC oh Ne ALWAYS BEEN 
| . Z GAY, 
L.. WAS NU PY \ Ri) 4 
CONFUSED, f i * 
AND... , oN 
i : 
I WANTED TO | N 
TELL YOU SO BECAUSE q 
THAT I CAN THIS IS ALSO 
ORGANISE MY THE FIRST TIME 
THOUGHTS. THAT T FALL 


FOR A GUY. "| @ 


BUT 
RECENTLY, 
I'M STARTING 
TO GET THE 
HANG OF IT, 
OR MORE 
LIKE, 


THERE'RE THINGS . 

THAT I CAN NOW [ & 
UNDERSTAND 

THANKS TO YOU. 


THERE ARE 
TIMES THAT 
I DON'T 


UNDERSTAND 


WHAT THAT 
Guy's 
THINKING, 


DIFFERENCE 
IN SMELLS... 


IF You 50... 
WANT TO 

START 
AVOIDING 
ME FROM 
NOW ON... 


AT FIRST, 
I WAS 
ALSO LIKE 
THAT. 


I'M GETTING 
USED To IT, 
OR MAYBE 
HE'S JUST 
MEETING ME 
HALFWAY... 


NO, NO, 
THEY 
SMELLED WE-WERE 


LIKE a Cal MY CLOTHES 
EAGT ° : SMELLY?! 
POWDER! ww) \\ 


Le \ think! 


Phew 
LIKE YOU 
TAHARA, 


THERE ARE 

THINGS 

LIKE THE 

) WAY HE 


SMELLS... 


BUT THAT'S. 
NOT IT. 
— é I REALISED 
\ THAT HIS VERY 
BEING HAS 
PENETRATED 
DEEP INTO 
o ME... 


YOU ARE vite 
FUN TO = 
SPEND TIME 
WITH. 


| / BUT WITH 
I i : ATSUSHI- 
u : SAN, 


= - EVEN IF 
> THERE ARE 
¢f TIMES WHEN 
THE SIDE OF 
ME THAT T 
HATE POPS 
our, 


EVEN 
IF I STILL 
HESITATE 
SOMETIMES, 


HE... 


Tie see f- 
YOU AT 


WHY ARE 
YOU ASKING 
ME THAT? 


emile — eqile 


THAT'S 
PAINFUL. 


"BUT TRY TO. 
COME BACK 

“EIrS: 
BEFORE YOUR BOTHERING 


CUSTOMERS yOu, YOU 
START CAN GO.” 
COMING IN.” i: 


a, 
— 
+ HOW 
LONG 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN 
HERE? 


NATSUME- 
SAN AND 
KITAGAWA- 
SAN WILL BE 


BEFORE 
OPENING 


YOU, i 
T00?! a Bs 
Guess 
fffjN \ . is TAHARA- 
c a SAN'S 
FEELINGS. in 
ZL: I THINK . 
% =~ THOSE 7 
a TWO 
I KNEW. KNEW 


BUT YOUR 
WHOLE BEING 
WAS TELLING 
ME THAT YOU 
LOVE ME, 
sot 
soT'M SURE Luis 
THAT WAS 
UNINTENTIONAL, 
THOUGH. 


YOUR 
PRETENDING 
TO BE RYO’S 
BOYFRIEND” 


Gj, 


"AND MY MAKING == \ \ 


PLANS WITH SOMEONE = ) 
ELSE ON MY DAY OFF = - 
ARE THE SAME THING!” 


7 


\ 
“ui TRAV 


“4 THINGS 


I'M HAPPY 
Ly YOU'RE IN BECAUSE IT 
DV Love WITH MAKES ME 
JZ ME AS MUCH REALIGE 
iS I AM 
WITH You. 


\ OR AMI 


WRONG? 
Se 


WHEN? 
AH! 
YOU SHOULD you 
HAVE SAID IT Dip! 


MORE CLEARLY. 


/] asinine — 
Co pe ( s} 
\ \S Ap 

SHOULD > ak 4 yy 

T HAVE 

SPELLED . A 

IT OUT AS 

WELL? So 


sae 


WELL, IF 
IT'S LIKE 
THAT THEN 
I GUESS 
THAT IT'S 
AGOOD 
THING. 


HE WAS 
SO FOCUSED 
ON SAITOU- 
SAN THAT HE 
COULDN'T 
PICK UP ON 
WHAT WAS 


HAPPENING 


S&S 
SERIOUSLY, 
You...! : 
IT WARNED 
you, 


x 
60 CAN 
YOU : T'M COMING 
tay uP HOME EARLY 
HE SAID FOR ME? Tae 
THAT, 
—— 


BUT... 


Up | 
UY /\\\ 
\\\ eu 
\ BEFORE 
BY WE MET ! WH- 
& TRADI- UP THAT 
ae: TION, wHen DAY, y 
= WE WENT : 
OuT TO 
\ ” BUY THE WHEN? | 
| ! BLAN- | e= 
‘ KETS. 
%:; 4 . AS) 
y {e 
VI : 
THIS WAS 3 
RIGHT? fe BOUGHT 
FOR YOUR tes 
WHERE RIGHT oe, ae 
THE HAND. ( % 
ONCE VIEWED — WEDDING y 
AS A CHAIN RING ] - 
OR A FORM OF SHOULD y 7 
PUNISHMENT BE, 
THAT BOLIND IN y 
PEOPLE. = ; ZY 
AND IT MAYBE 
2 — = QUESTIONABLE 
a7 SN FOR ME WHO 
HAVE ONCE 
20: IF-YOu BROKEN HIS 
WOULD WEAR VOW, 
THIS FOR ME, ’ 
oo / TO THOUGHT- 
j LESSLY ASK 
THEN CAN WE Sy = : YOU TO MAKE 
GO AND CHOOSE ONE WITH ME. 
THE RINGS FOR > 
THE LEFT HANDS | \. 
TOGETHER? » — a 
aS eee Y 
ZY ~ “ 


a one 


~. 


i 


F 


T | y 
re 
TIT 
FITS PER- 
“4 V 
le 7) 


Zp FS seen 
ZR WY : 
oa | 


\N 


74 — © <I + 4 
YY 


A 
y 


pes 


I've BEEN 

DON'T YOU. ~—- WONDERING } (/ Ki 

THINK THAT THE IF I SHOULD 
FREQUENCY 


oi suru 


The weird alarm clock? 
We didn't throw it away, 
we still have it, 
ismine, 
jis one is min 
prougnt with me 
\ hen moved in. 


It was probably then that 
Tomita-san finally understood. 


HE'S > — 
= 


SURPRISINGLY We 
PRONE TO _ om 
CRYING. 
0 
4 
> o \ ~ 
- Vy 


His face always 
shows everything 


nd his face started to brighten up 
right before he understood. 


THE REASON 


SO I WANT 
TO TRY AND 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR 
THOUGHT 
PROCESSES. 


THAT TIME 
WE MET 
TAHARA-SAN 
AT THE 
STATION, 


I'M THE 
TYPE THAT 
EASILY GETS 
BOTHERED, 


WHEN You 
REALISED. \ idl 
4 
Ae, 0 
SHOULD T 
ASK HIM? | 


WHAT? 


WHAT 
IRE YOU 


THEN GOING 
OUT ON DATES, 


60 
I'M Just 
SAYING 
THAT NOW 
I FINALLY 
FEEL LIKE 
I'VE 


IT WASN'T 
THAT I 


THOUGHT 
WE WEREN'T 
DATING! 


WHEN WE 
STARTED, 
WE ALWAYS 
MET HERE, 


CARRIED BY 
THE FLOW 
AND ENDED UP 
MOVING IN. 


DON'T FORCE 
YOURSELF. 


They might be discussing what to do together. 


AaB gE ate rodOBhE 20) 
mtLrfeu 


Foveotete RF owe) ete vidre / 
Mew wuteti EOF VU / spectal Thanx. 425. UAK. and you. 
Special Thanks to the Manager and you. 


Thank you for reading my work! 
I'd be happy if vou enjoyed it! Ports. 
Nakata Akira 


Don’t Sust say hm, 


I'VE BEEN 
SELF- 
CONSCIOUS, 
EVEN LISING 
COLOGNE. 


MAKES 


THE FACT THAT 
I NO LONGER 
FEEL THAT 
DIFFERENCE 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO YOU... 


WHEN 
YOU SAID 
THAT YOU 

NOW 


DOES THAT 
MEAN THAT NOTICE 
UP UNTIL NOW, THE 
S NN YOU'VE NEVER SMELL, 


TAKEN NOTICE 


LIKE WHEN 
YOU VISIT 
SOMEONE'S 
HOME, YOU 
REALISE THAT 
IT'S DIFFERENT 
FROM THE WAY 
IT SMELLS. 


THAT 
ACTUALLY 
MAKES ME 
REALLY 
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